Northern and Southern Views of Texas

INSTRUCTIONS f 
Write 750-1500 words. Make sure to GIVE YOUR PAPER A TITLE that expresses its argument.

Write your paper in a word-processing software (and take some time to read and revise it, to clarify your introduction and conclusion and all the parts in between), then upload it to Blackboard. That way you have a copy in case of mishap.

►Rationale: This project compares Northern and Southern ideas about the annexation of Texas to the United States, as examples of the “extreme cultures” dividing the nation along sectional (regional) lines.

► Read two Primary Sources: Both sources are somewhat long. Be prepared to boil each one down to its essence as you figure out what its author is claiming, and what evidence he employs to support that claim. (Hint: my citation examples below lead you to important quotations).

1. “Shall We Vote to Perpetuate Slavery?,” New Englander and Yale Review 2 (1844): 589-600.
The New Englander and Yale Review began publication as the Christian Spectator in 1819 and was renamed to reflect more general interests in 1843. It is available through the Hathi Trust, and I have downloaded it for you into a single PDF accessible through Blackboard.

2. “Resources and Progress of Texas,” De Bow’s Review 4, no. 3 (Nov. 1847): 318-325.
De Bow’s Review was a magazine published in New Orleans between 1846 and 1884, with a wide circulation across the South. Many volumes of De Bow’s Review were digitized and made available through the “Making of America” websites at Cornell University and the University of Michigan. I have also downloaded it for you into a single PDF accessible through Blackboard.

► Write a paper that makes a claim answering the following questions:

How did these two authors view the annexation of Texas? What did each one think was the goal of the annexation, what sorts of labor would be employed, and what would be the result? What evidence did each author provide to support his interpretation?

► For citations, identify the readings by title and page number.  For example:

“The increase in the number of slaves will increase in the same proportion the political power of the slave system in the House of Representatives, and the increase of the number of slave states the same power in the Senate…” (“Shall We Vote?”, p. 595).

“The area of the country thus thrown open to the production of sugar, by a timely immigration from the more northern and cotton-growing regions of the South, where slave-labor has ceased to be remunerative, would in a few years supply the demand for that article…” (“Resources and Progress,” p. 322).
	 
Outside sources are unnecessary, but if you must use them, cite them in accordance with the following guidelines: https://jah.oah.org/submit/stylesheet/

RUBRIC
A – has an argument expressed clearly in the title, introduction, and conclusion.  Supports this argument with evidence that considers both documents symmetrically (i.e., using the same standards for each, in a logical order). Answers all questions for both readings, with clear distinctions among them, and analyzes the document in terms of the questions posed in the assignment. Is gracefully written without a lot of distracting typos.

B – has an argument expressed at least elliptically in the title, introduction, conclusion.  Supports this argument with evidence that considers both documents mostly symmetrically (i.e., using the same standards for each, in a logical order), but may be unbalanced, or unclear about what some of them mean. Leads the reader between the two documents in a rational, orderly way.  Is clearly written, at least most of the time.

C – lacks an argument and/or title, or covers the two sources asymmetrically (works well with one but less well with the other), or lacks an introduction and/or conclusion.  Does not understand, or poorly expresses, the statements or implications of one of the documents, but has the other correct. Is an interesting, well-organized paper that does not address the prompt—may have more opinion than analysis. May have significant grammatical and/or typographical errors.

D – contains several (at least three) of the above errors, or does not consider both documents, or has no title or claim.

F – has no title or the title does not express the argument.  Has fewer elements than required, or does not link elements, or imagines elements or links not found in the reading.

0 – plagiarizes the paper

